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Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Government of Samoa aligns itself with the Statement made by the Honourable Minister of 
Health of the Cook Islands on beh a If of the Pacific Island countries. 

I would like to state our support for the three Secretary-General reports to this important 
session of the Commission on Population and Development on ICPD. 

The Samoa Government is committed to the ICPD Goals in 1994 and has since reconfirmed its 
commitment to the human rights based ICPD Programme of Action through its national policies 
and programme implementation. We reaffirm our commitment for a forward looking agenda 
for the !CPD Beyond 2014 and to the Moana Declaration. It is our firm hope that the Regional 
Ministerial Declaration at the Asia Pacific Population Conference will be retained in content and 
language in this meeting and be carried forward to the September ICPD session. 

The Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2012 - 2016 {National Development Strategy) 
highlights government priorities. The national planning framework thus link all the 14 sector of 
the economy and the emphasis on the issues related to ICPD goals. Partnership is vital to the 
implementation of government plans, as it strengthens collaboration with its stakeholders and 
improves efficiency and effectiveness in sharing of limited resources. 

Mr. Chair, 

Given Samoa has a significant youth bulge, the youth remain a priority of the government with 
national policies and programmes that focus on the empowerment, education and employment 
of young people. As Samoa has a high percentage of unintended teenage pregnancies, it has 
strengthened its Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health Services, in collaboration with 
NGOs and civil society, expanded its Comprehensive Sexuality Education Programmes in all 
schools throughout the country and upscaled its peer education programme. Samoa is 
confident that we are moving towards meeting the needs of the young people. 

To address its high unmet need for family planning Samoa is repositioning family planning. The 
Government recognizes the advantages of rights based contraceptive services and maximizes 



opportunities through integrated sexual and reproductive health, and HIV/STI programmes 
within Primary Health Care. 

Mr. Chair, 

To further the empowerment of women and to achieve gender equality, Samoa was the first 
Pacific country to ratify CEDAW. The Family Violence Bill, the passage of legislation which 
promotes greater representation of women in parliament and high levels of decision making in 
government, and the establishment of a family court presided over by one of the 3 female 
judgesspeaks to the progress being made. 

Mr. Chair, 

Samoa recognizes the importance of addressing inequities. Recognizing that national averages 
mask disparities, the implementation of the national development strategy (2012-2016) is 
concentrated on identifying vulnerable groups, developing relevant policies and designing 
targeted programmes. 

In September this year, Samoa will be hosting the United Nations Third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States {SIDS), to agree on ways to address sustainable 
development challenges facing Small Island Developing States. Recognizing the centrality of 
dignity and human rights to sustainable development and the importance of people-centered 
economic development, the health and rights of women, youth and children including 
disadvantaged groups will be central to these discussions along with climate change and 
population migration. 

In conclusion Mr. Chair, Samoa wishes to state the need for this Session to integrate !CPD into 
the discourse and outcomes of the Post 2015 Agenda as human rights is central to social and 
economic development. 

Thank you. 
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